{

-

3606 Bridge Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216+ 281+ 6468

fax: 216« 281+ 5112
edc@earthdaycoalition.org
www.earthdaycoalition.org
..—.—.——.—.—.——

TRUSTEES

C. Milton Kates, President

Solar Universal Technologies, Inc.
Ann V. Bilfingsley, Vice President
Cleveland/Akron Family

Jennie Dawes, Secretary
Federation for Communiy Planning
Tim Sarver-Verhey. Treasurer
Dynacs Engmeering Co | Inc

Janice Cogger
Cleveland Women’s Cancer Profect
William A, Doty, Jr.
Doty & Miller, Architects
Kathtean Edwards
Former Mayor of Newburgh Heighls
Pauline 8. Fong
Great Lakes Science Cenler
Jacqule Gillon
Neighborhood Cenlers Association
David 5. Hofmann, Esq.
McMahen, DeGulis, Hoffmann & Blumenthal
Barry Jersb
Rockwell Automation
Leiand Leard
East Ohio Gas Co
Susan Powers
Susan Powers and Associales, Inc.
Scott Sanders
Director
Jim Sheshan
Randy Siege!
Cleveland Free Times
Chris Trapal
Director
David Wright

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Stanley Adelstein, Esq.

Virginia Aveni

Cuyahoga County Planning Cornmission
David Brower

Earth Island Institute

Leonard Calabrase

Commissicn on Catholic Commundy Action
Sandie L. Crawford

William M. Denthan

Cleveland Departmeant of Public Salety
Jefferson H. Dickey, MD, MOH
Physicians for Social Responsibilily
Theodore Esbarn, Esq.

McDonaid, Hopkins, Burke and Haber
Dr. Bernice Poweli Jackson

United Church of Christ

Daniel A. Jalfe, Esq.

Pater Lawson Jones, Esq.

Wermer & Suit Co., LP A,

Kenneth J. Kovach

Creatwve Stages, Lid

Joseph P. Meissner, Esq
Legal Aid Sociely

Michasl Mefampy, Ph.D.

Baldwin Wallace College

Kevin Snape. Ph.D
Clean A Gonservancy

Bill Spratiey
Wiiiam A. Spratiey and Associates
Sonja Teraguchi, Ph.D.
Cleveland Naturai History Museum
Bradley Whitehead

McKinsey & Company, inc.

STAFF

Scott Sanders, Chris Trapal
Executive Directors

Lisa Hannah

Voiunteer Services

Dawn Sunday

Student Envirenmental Cangress
€rin Russeil

Jlean Cibes

Anjali Mathur

Sustanabte Cleveland Partnership

-

DAY
COALITION

émp\@\

rgasiaavers 13183 O JEnLEIION G ERTarsemert

June 18, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration .

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061 4898 99 JN24 p9:52
Rockville, MD 20852

Re: Docket no. 98N-1038
"Irradiation in the Production, Processing and Handling of Food"

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing to express my concern regarding the prospect of weakening
the labeling requirements of irradiated food. All food and food containing
ingredients that have been irradiated should be clearly labeled with a
written statement on the principal display panel indicating such treatment.
The statement must be easy to read and placed in close proximity to the
name of the food and the "radura." If the food is not pre-packaged, this
information should be displayed in a plaque in plain view adjacent to
where the product is displayed for sale.

In order to be clear and use plain understandable language, I feel that
irradiation labels required by FDA should include the terms, "treated with
radiation" or "treated by radiation." Any phrase using the term
'pasteurization’ is misleading because pasteurization is a process of rapid
heating and cooling.

I believe the radura, the international symbol of irradiated food, is the
symbol which conveys the food processing information needed for
irradiated food. However, the requirement for irradiation disclosure should
not expire at any time in the future. Even if some consumers become
familiar with the radura, this will not be sufficient to inform all consumers. If
there is no label, consumers will think there has been no irradiation of food.

Thanks you for consideration of these comments. Please keep me informed
of any further activities at your agency concerning irradiated food.

Sincerely,

Chris Trepal
Executive Director

The mission of The Earth Day Coalition is
to conserve, protect and restore the Earth
promoting a dynamic environmental agenda
with the people of Northeast Ohio. Est.1990
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